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DECISION

Covette Rooney, Esq., Office of the Solicitor,
U.S. Department of-Labor, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, for Petitioner/Respondent;
Laura E. Beverage, Esq., Jackson, Kelly, Holt
and O'Farrell, Charleston, West Virginia, for
Respondent/Contestant.

Before:       Judge Broderick
STATEMENT OF THE CASE

The mine operator (Zapata) filed proceedings contesting
the validity of citations issued by MSHA.  The Secretary has
filed penalty proposals for the violations of mandatory
standards alleged in the contested citations.  The proceed-
ings were consolidated by Order of May 11, 1984, for the
purposes of hearing and decision.  With respect to certain
of the violations, the parties submitted prior to the hearing
and at the hearing-, settlement proposals.  Pursuant to notice,
the consolidated cases were heard on the merits in Charleston,
West Virginia, on September 18 and 19, 1984.  Federal Mine
Inspectors Ernest Thompson and Clinton Lewis testified on
behalf of MSHA.  J. Richard Dillon, Monty Boytek, and Hershel
Aylshire testified on behalf of Zapata.  The" parties waived
their rights to file posthearing briefs.  Based on the entire
record, and considering the contentions of the parties, I
make the following decision.
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Conclusion and Order
